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Our Co-Presidents Message
Dear Members,

As the days are getting longer and the weather is 
getting warmer, Spring will soon be upon us. We are 
almost at the end of another club year and will soon 
be planning for a new one.

This club year has certainly had its ups and downs. 
Our programs and luncheons have been successful 
and we have seen an increase in attendance but 
our expenses for the clubhouse have taken its toll 
on our budget. To date we have seen a large tree 
taken down, a new front patio installed, new outdoor 
basement steps replaced, new outdoor electrical work 
contracted, and we are waiting for work to be done 
on water damage to the sunroom as well as a leak 
under the ballroom floor which has seen our water 
bill skyrocket. We are grateful to those members who 
have contributed to our Capital Campaign which has 
helped us greatly.

We hope that many of you will be at our Annual 
Meeting when we honor our new members as well 
as our 25 year member, Ruth Gardner, and 60 year 
member, Shirley Lovejoy. 

Thank you for all you do to make WCUM the wonderful 
club that it is!

Fondly,
Vivien & Trautie
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Spotlight Series
Featuring Shirley Lovejoy

When Shirley Saunders Lovejoy was a senior at Montclair High 
School in 1946, she entered a flower arranging contest.   The 
competition was sponsored by the Woman’s Club of Upper 
Montclair (WCUM).  Shirley won first prize, which marked the 
beginning of a long and loyal relationship with the Woman’s 
Club.   She currently holds the position of Second Vice President 
and Chair of the House Committee, and recently spent some 
time reminiscing about her 50+ years with the Woman’s Club.   
Born at Mountainside Hospital in Montclair, Shirley and her 
family played an important role in the history of the Township.   
“My father owned and worked at Saunders Hardware on Valley 
Road, and my mother joined the  Woman’s Club of Upper 
Montclair in the 1930’s.”

After graduating from Montclair High School, Shirley attended 
Maryland College for Women, where she studied French, 
Spanish and German. She earned a bachelor’s degree in

We are pleased to continue Spotlight, a new column which highlights a member 
of the Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair (WCUM).  This initiative is an effort 
made by the Membership Committee for club members to learn more about each 
other, grow our membership and support camaraderie amongst our members. 
For this double issue, it is a pleasure to feature Shirley Saunders Lovejoy.

Language Arts in 1950, and married soon after graduation.   “I met my husband on a blind date,” 
she recalls.  She and husband returned to Montclair, where they raised three sons. 
As a young wife and mother, Shirley first joined the 200 Club of the Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair 
in the late-1950’s, and later became a professional member as she worked as a dental assistant 
during the day and one evening a week.  In 1963, she joined the Club as an active member, and this 
year she celebrates being a member for 50 years.
“Looking back, the Woman’s Club has provided me with the opportunity to meet a group of very 
friendly, accomplished women.  Throughout the years, I have enjoyed bowling at the Commonwealth 
Club, working at the Holly Berry Crafts Fair, and acting for the Arts Performing Committee.”     
Speaking of performing, Shirley share her name and birthday with another famous actress – Shirley 
Temple, as both Shirleys were born on April 23, 1928.
Shirley adds, “The Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair is truly a wonderful organization, and I am so 
grateful for the many years I’ve shared with its members.”
Barbara A. Davey
Membership Chair  



Spotlight Series
Featuring Pat Colagiuri

We are pleased to continue Spotlight, a new column which highlights a 
member of the Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair (WCUM).  This initiative is an 
effort made by the Membership Committee for club members to learn more 
about each other, grow our membership and support camaraderie amongst 
our members. For this double issue, it is a pleasure to feature Pat Colagiuri.

When Pat Colagiuri joined the Woman’s Club of Upper 
Montclair (WCUM) in the mid-1960’s, she brought with her an 
education and experiences that were not typical of a young 
woman at that time.    A graduate of Wellesley College, she 
earned a bachelor’s in zoology in 1955, and landed a job as a 
scientific researcher in New York City.  There, she studied the 
correlation between smoking and lung cancer.    
Fast forward to 1960, when she, her husband and newborn 
daughter Jennifer moved to their home on Elston Road in 
Upper Montclair.   As a young mother, Pat would go on to 
complete her family with three more children – two daughters, 
Debbie and Elizabeth (affectionately known as “Bunny,” as 
she was born during the Easter holiday), and a son, Matthew.   
Pat would continue to live in the home on Elston Road for 
more than 50 years, until her recent move to the Bellaire 
House on Valley Road.
Throughout the years, Pat shared her expertise with the Montclair schools as a classroom mother, 
with Saint James Episcopal Church as a parishioner, and with local groups such as the Presby Iris 
Gardens.  After living in Montclair for approximately five years, Pat was urged to join the WCUM by 
a neighbor, which she did in 1964.
“I have served on the club’s board and Nominating Committee.  I never held the position of President, 
as that is truly a full-time job, and I had so many other commitments.  I truly admire the way our 
Presidents have handled all of the various responsibilities.”   
Throughout the years, Pat has witnessed many changes at WCUM, and most of them are very 
positive.   “The Club is so much more organized now,” she says.  “There are more activities and so 
many more ways to become involved, and that is a good thing.”
Barbara A. Davey
Membership Chair  

Membership Committee 
A warm welcome is extended to Julia Langian, our newest member of the Woman’s Club of Upper 
Montclair, who joined in March.   Julia is a resident of Upper Montclair, and has expressed interest 
in the Arts and Culture Committee, the Book Discussion Group, and the Health and Wellness 
Group.  Please join me in welcoming Julia. Her email is julia.lanigan@gmail.com   
Thank you!  Barbara A. Davey, Membership Chair



Game Day
Monday April 3, 12:00-3:00pm
Monday May 8, 12:00-3:00pm

Monday Game Day will resume April 3 and recur on May 8, 12:00-3:00pm. Coffee, tea, and cookies 
provided. $3 per person. Bring friends and any games you would like to play. We may have a 
jigsaw puzzle, or bring your own that we will wrap up each month and bring out for the next month. 
Thank you! 
Linda Kenyon
Monday Games Chair  

Tea Honoring 60-Year, 25-Year and New Members
Wednesday April 5, 1:30pm

Please save the date and join us to honor WCUM’s 60-year member Shirley Lovejoy and 25-year 
Ruth H. Gardner, and the new members who joined us in 2022/2023:  Nancy Charnee, Maggie Gavin, 
Carla Helb, Roberta Holden, Shirley Hyler, JoAnn Klimowicz, Wendy Lacey, Julia Lanigan, Jessica 
Lipsky, Frances Maccia, Sharon Onnembo, Roberta Rohleder, Theresa Ruffo, Florence Sinofsky, 
Jeanine Vignone, Reine Williams. Please call the Office if you plan to attend or send in the reservation 
form at the end of this newsletter. There is no charge, we just need to know how many are attending 
to be better prepared for the event.  
Thank you!  
Janet Oscar, First Vice President    
Barbara Davey, Membership Chairman

Grand Flea Market
Friday April 14, 10:00am-4:00pm 

Saturday April 15, 10:00am-3:00pm
Have you started your spring cleaning? Do you want to get rid of all your items you don’t have 
use anymore, but are still in good condition? Two suggestions: donate them to the Flea Market 
or rent a table at $30 and sell them yourself. Please send in the reservation form at the end of 
this newsletter or call the Office at 973-744-9138. If you are donating items, please start bringing 
them to the club on April 10, when we will begin setting up. This will be an ongoing work for 
the whole week. If you have time, please come and help, just let Cyndee or Trautie know when.
Thank you!  
Trautie, Co-President    
Cyndee Rowan, Civic Engagement & Outreach Co-Chair

Health & Wellness Program 
Wednesday April 12, 1:30pm

Mark your calendars and plan to attend this program, when Marcie Wallace, co-founder of JAIPURE 
YOGA and a certified yoga teacher, gives us a session of Chair Yoga for Seniors. Remember that the 
prior speaker of H&W told us how important it is to exercise, and even the slightest movements are 
important. This will be a fun program for all ages!  



Closing Luncheon: May Party & Installation of Officers
Wednesday May 17

11:30am: Refreshments, 12:00pm: Lunch
Please  save the date for our Closing Luncheon. It is the time for us to join our members and friends 
to install new WCUM Officers and Board Members and bid everyone a happy and healthy summer. A 
delicious luncheon catered by Montclair House Grill includes Greek Salad, Salmon, Chicken Picatta, 
Vodka Penne, mixed vegetables, dessert, coffee and tea. Cost is $32 per person.  I am looking 
forward to seeing everyone at this happy occasion. Please remember to send in your reservation  by 
May 10, 2023.
Thank you!  
Janet Oscar, First Vice President    

Book Discussion Group 
Thursday April 20, 1:30pm
Thursday May 18, 1:30pm

The next meeting of the Book Discussion Group will be held on Thursday, April 20 at 1:30pm at the 
Club House. The current book is The Rose Code by Kate Quinn, best-selling author of The Alice 
Network.   This new date will provide members with extra time during a busy holiday season to enjoy 
and savor the 600+ page turner.     
Thank you!  
Barbara A. Davey, Membership Chairman

I Support the Girls
Ongoing Collection 

Civic Engagement & Outreach is collecting new and gently used bras for the national organization I 
Support the Girls, a nonprofit that collects and distributes essential items, including bras, underwear, 
and menstrual hygiene products, allowing women experiencing homelessness, impoverishment, 
or distress to stand tall with dignity. The more we collect for the organization, the better!
Thank you!  
Cyndee Rowan, Civic Engagement & Outreach Chair    

Federation News
NJSFWC Liberty District- Achievement Day & Spring 

Conference 
Monday April 24 & Tuesday April 25 

Achievement Day on Monday: Registration of all entries from 9:00-11:00am. This is when you will 
bring your Environment and Arts & Culture items to be judged. Please refer to the e-mail sent to 
members on March 10.

Spring Conference on Tuesday: Registration at 9:15am, Meeting at 10:00am. Refreshments available 
upon arrival. Lunch and beverages served at 12:30 pm. Cost is $50 per person. Check payable to 
WCUM, due on April 15. Please make your reservation with Virginia at the Office.



In accordance wIth artIcle 8, sectIon 4 of the 
wcUM Bylaws, the followIng MeMBers have Been 
noMInated to serve on the Board of trUstees.

offIcers to serve one year 2023-2024

Co-President………………….......Waltraut BeCker
Co-President (for ViVien finn)......….Cynthia roWan
seCond ViCe-President….…….........shirley loVejoy
CorresPonding seCretary…..........rosanne denisCia
treasurer (for Waltraut BeCker)….........diane esty

offIcers to serve two years 2023-2025

first ViCe-President…………….…......janet osCar
reCording seCretary…………...…......Pat Piermatti
federation seCretary…………....….........ViVien finn

departMent chaIrs to serve one year 2023-2024
adVoCates for Children/domestiC ViolenCe…joann aPonte
arts and Culture……………......dorothy meissner
arts Performing…………......mary sellitto-CurCio
CiViC engagement & outreaCh…..………..........tBa
eduCation and liBraries…….............arlene onemBo
enVironment…………….........Carylmead eggleston
health and Wellness…………......Celia mCallister

coMMIttee chaIrs to serve one year 2023-2024
house …………………………........shirley loVejoy

coMMIttee chaIr to serve two years 2023-2025

BylaWs………………………..……........anita james
CommuniCations………………........PatriCia Connell
memBershiP…………………..…........BarBara daVey
monday games…………..……............linda kenyon
nominating……………………..........…....ViVien finn
telePhone……………………..…........marie tuosto
Ways and means…………..……...........janet osCar

-Rosane DeNiscia, Nominating Chairman

On Wednesday, January 24, 1923, Columbia 
University Professor Carl Van Doren spoke 
at our club.  Professor Van Doren was the 
un cle of Charles Van Doren, of quiz show 
scandal infamy.  The professor spoke on the 
topic “American Life in American Fiction.” 
According to the Montclair Times, Van Doren began 
his lecture by stating “as a race builds homes, 
fashions clothes, raises food, and produces 
offspring for the purpose of self-perpetuation, so 
does humanity continue its species in its literature.  
Here human nature sees its defeated ideals realized 
and its problems solved by heroes.  In drama and 
novel, people see their aspirations completed 
vicariously …  in melodrama … (we see) an escape 
from … problems … In the American novel … the 
disappearance of the “old frontiers.” His 1921 
book, The American Novel is credited with helping 
to re-establish Herman Melville as a literary master.  
 According to the WCUM Yearbook (Blue Book), 
1905-1906, Literary Meetings were held on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of each month at 3:00 pm.  In that 
club year, Literary Department members discussed 
the “Evolution of the Novel.”  For the 1914-1915 
club year, the department name was changed to 
Literature Department. During WW I department 
members would read nearly two dozen books a year 
on selected topics.  Dr. Carl Clinton Van Doren was 
born on September 10, 1885 in Hope, Illinois and 
died on July 18, 1950 in Torrington, Connecticut.
Pat Piermatii, Historian   

Historical Nugget
“Centennial Moment”

Nominating Committee 
Report



Closing Luncheon: May Party & Installation of Officers
Wednesday May 17, 12:00pm

Name: __________________________
Phone: _________________________
Please reserve____tickets at $32 per person. Reservations close May 10. 
Kindly make check payable to WCUM. Mail or bring it to 200 Cooper Avenue, montclair, NJ 07043

Tea Honoring 60-Year, 25-Year and New Members 
Wednesday April 5, 1:30pm

Name: __________________________
Phone: _________________________
Please reserve____complimentary tickets. 

NJSFWC Spring Conference
Tuesday April 25, 12:30pm

Name: __________________________
Phone: _________________________
Please reserve____tickets at $50 per person. Reservations close April 15. 
Kindly make check payable to WCUM. Mail or bring it to 200 Cooper Avenue, montclair, NJ 07043

Grand Flea Market
Friday April 14, 10:00am-4:00pm 
Saturday April 15, 10:00am-3:00pm

Name: __________________________
Phone: _________________________
Please reserve____table(s) at $30 for members, $35 for non-members. Reservations close April 6. 
Kindly make check payable to WCUM. Mail or bring it to 200 Cooper Avenue, montclair, NJ 07043
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